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Folks: 
 
This month I'm passing 
information on Michael Hawkeye 
Herman's blues in the Schools 
activities.  
 
Next month, the real John and 
Micki Perry Story — It seems the 
folks at Victory Review 'sorta' 
mixed thing up, so John said he 
give us all the straight scoop.  
 
In coming months you can look 
forward to a review of Full 
Fontal Folks albums by me, 
doc_Babad and some tales from PK 
Dyer on why he switched to the 
blues. Feed back folks would be 
nice - it's all too quiet on the 
North Richland front.   
 
Send comments, articles or 
reviews to hbabad@owt.com.  
 
 
Hawkeye's Blues in the Schools Program 
Description 
2004 marks Hawkeye's 24th year of 
"Blues in the Schools" programs.  He 
began this effort long before most 
blues support organizations and 
festivals even existed. Since that time 
he has helped to initiate educational 
programs for many blues societies and 
has single-handedly introduced blues 
music workshops to major festivals 
including the San Francisco Folk 
Festival, The Northwest Folklife 
Festival (Seattle), the Mississippi 
Valley Blues Festival, the Sonoma 
County Folk Festival (CA), the 
Tumbleweed Music Festival  (WA), and 
most recently, the Rogue Valley Blues 
Festival (OR). 
 
Blues musician Michael "Hawkeye" 
Herman was recipient of the Blues 
Foundation's 1998 "Keeping the Blues 

Alive" Award for achievement in 
education. The honor was presented 
at the KBA Awards Banquet, on May 1, 
1998, in Memphis, TN. He served for 
six years on the Blues Foundation's 
Board of Directors, and was the 
chairperson for the Foundation's 
committee on education. 
 
 His selection for the "Keeping the 
Blues Alive" Award is the result of 24 
years of dedication to bringing blues 
music to students of all ages through 
his "Blues in the Schools" program 
and his helping initiate such programs 
for blues societies, as well as 
educational workshops at blues and 
folk festivals. 
 

 
 
 Hawkeye has reached out to a 
diversity of students, from pre-school 
to the college level. The list of 
institutions that have benefited from 
his presentations ranges from 
Stanford, Colorado, and Arkansas 
State Universities, to elementary, 
junior and senior high schools 
throughout the nation. He credits the 
support of blues clubs and societies 
for the rise in interest in blues music, 
and for helping to bring "the 
watershed of American popular music" 
to young people. 
 
 Hawkeye has two types of in-school 
programs to choose from. One 
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program is a one-hour 
per-for-mance/concert that is done for 
the entire school in an assembly 
format. In this pro-gram, he 
introduces the students to the roots of 
American folk/blues music, and the 
influence it has had on contemporary 
popular music and culture.  The 
second program is a full day spent 
with the children. This is usually done 
by combining classes of the same 
level (i.e.: all first graders in one 
group, etc., through-out the day), and 
focusing on material that each level is 
capable of understanding. Because he 
is aware of the differences in attention 
span and comprehension that exists 
between a child of five and a child of 
twelve at the elementary level, he is 
able to gear each class toward their 
interests/abilities, while making the 
learning experience fun. 
 
 His fees are set up to create incentive 
for the all day program.  However, he 
is not averse to doing a single one-
hour performance. "Hawkeye" enjoys 
approaching the children on the 
appropriate level. The full day 
arrangement allows him to do so. Two 
and three day residency programs are 
also available, as well as extended 
residencies of one to two weeks. In 
these extended residencies, he is able 
to teach the history and significance of 
American roots music, its relationship 
to geography, social studies, and 
other arts, as well as instruct students 
on how to write blues songs, compose 
and arrange music, and even make 
their own instruments. 
 
 "My mission is to let young folks 
know that the blues is an important 
aspect of American music history, 
influencing other styles of music in the 
past, right up to the present," 

Hawkeye states. "Blues is the real 
deal, the story of the human 
experience, and that will always hold a 
place in the hearts and minds of the 
people. I'm trying to ensure, through 
my educational programs and 
workshops, that future generations 
are aware of their own rich musical 
heritage. 
 

 
 
 "The personal satisfaction of doing 
what I love, combined with reaching 
out to people, is wonderful rewards in 
themselves. I am most honored, 
grateful, and encouraged to be 
recognized for my efforts by the Blues 
Foundation." 
 
 For information on Blues in the 
Schools Programs, K - 12, Workshops, 
Seminars, Symposiums, and 
Residencies contact Topaz Productions 
in Ashland Oregon 97520 at (541) 
512-8974. Hawkeye's new website is 
at: http://www.hawkeyeherman.com/ 
 
Harry {doc) Babad for eTALK 
 
 


