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The Blue Ribbon Tea Company

Sat. Jan. 17, 2026, 7:30 pm
All Saints' Episcopal Church

On Saturday, January 17th, Three
Rivers Folklife Society will present
The Blue Ribbon Tea Company in
concert.

The Blue Ribbon Tea Company are
Bill and Kathy Kostelic, who are
prolific singer/songwriters in the
American Roots tradition known for
distinctive vocals and powerful
songwriting. They are, in the words
of wvarious reviewers, “soulful,”
“powerful,” “catchy,” and
“refreshing.” They have performed at
numerous fine folk festivals and
venues large and small (including
Tumbleweed) and have produced 6
albums of mostly original music,
which the late Dan Maher -called
“Awesome, awesome stuff.”

Bill & Kathy also enjoy playing old
folk, country, and bI]ues tunes and
have performed at multiple Woody
Guthrie tribute shows. Bill plays
uitar, harmonica, and sometimes
anjo. Kathy plays mandolin, fiddle,
guitar and sometimes autoharp.

You may learn more about them at
their website:
http:/ /theblueribbonteacompany.com/
and you can listen to and purchase
their music at:
https:/ /blueribbonteacompany.bandcamp.com/

The Blue Ribbon Tea Company
concert is on Saturday, January 17th,
2026, at 7:30 pm, at All Saints’
Episcopal Church, 1322 Kimball Ave.,
Richland, WA 99354. Park in the
back and enter through the basement
door.

Tickets are $20 / $15 for 3RFS
members. You may purchase them at
the door, or online {IERE.

President's Pen
by Gene Carbaugh

The last week of the year is a time of
reflection and transitions. We look back
on the events of the year. Sometimes
with sweet sorrow as with the passing
of such 3RFS friends and members Dan
Maher, Chris Mesford, and Matt
Hammer, but with fond memories and
thankfulness for all they contributed to
our lives b music, humor,
commitment and above all: love and
friendship. We then reflect on the
excitement and accomplishments of the
year — a very successful Tumbleweed
Music Festival, the welcome of a new

Folk Talk editor in Jacob Keffer,
creation of a concert program
committee  that has successfully
scheduled the current season of

concerts, some new members to the
Tumbleweed Festival Planning
Committee and the 3RFS board, and
the completion of the refreshing of the
Tumbleweed and 3RFS.org websites.
So much to appreciate in the past year,
but now it is time to look forward.
Although she has moved to Baltimore,
Katrina Knight is firmly guiding the
2026 Tumbleweed Music Festival to a
major 30th year celebration with some
SEecial features which you’ll hear
about in the coming months. We have a
strong lineup of concerts for the
remaining season and continued
participation with other community
groups like RiverFest, Community
Lectures, and the Prosser Princess
theater. The need for fresh volunteers
in all aspects of 3RFS continues to be
one of my chief concerns. The advent of
new faces on the Tumbleweed
Planning Committee is a welcome
breath of fresh air, as is the addition of
Ray Puigh to the concert sound support
staff and Scott Woodside as the
hardcopy newsletter “postmaster”. We
also need people in some key festival
leadership roles and as new officers
and board members.

After 5 years of serving 3FRS as your
Eresident, it’s high time for me to step

ack and have someone else take the
reins. (M%be you are feeling that
nudge!) e have some ongoing
opportunities that could use more
formal leadership — like someone to
take on coordinating snacks for the
concerts, or a few people who might
like to house visiting performers for
concerts (as well as Tumbleweed). Do
you follow and participate in one of the
many social media or calendars — if so,
would you be willing to take on
routinegl posting 3RFS events to that
one media or calendar?

I'm reminded of the adage about
eating an elephant one bite at a time,
and as I reflect on the successes of the
East year, I can see the impact of those

ites. Let’s keep it up. Happy New
Year, and may it be a most happy and
prosperous time for all.

"May you live as
long as you want,
and never want as

long as you live."


https://theblueribbonteacompany.com/
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https://theblueribbonteacompany.com/
https://3rfs.net/civicrm/event/info/&id=57/
https://3rfs.org/

2 January 2026

Tumbleweed in the New Year
hy Katrina Knight

Preparations for Tumbleweed 2026
are off to a good start. The festival
planning committee has welcomed
several new members in recent
months. First Barbara Puigh and
Deborah Burke came on board, then
Sherri Schatz and Heather Wagner
joined us as our new Coordinators of
Arts & Crafts Vendors. (Thank you to
Beri Henderson who is stepping back
from that job after doing a wonderful
job for a couple of years.) The
committee is hard at work, and we'd
love to welcome more of you to the
group. We can always use fresh ideas
and more hands to get the work
done. (Suggestions and new ideas are
welcome even if you are unable to
join the committee.) Experience is not
necessary, just a willingness and
desire to help put on a good show.

Folk Talk is plublished monthly August
through May by the Three Rivers
Folklife Society.

Editing and Production: Jacob Keffer
Original Design: Theresa Grate

Send items of interest to:
jacobk216@gmail.com

Send memberships to:
3RFS Membership
P.O. Box 1098, Richland, WA 99352

3RFS 2025-2026 Board of Directors

Gene Carbaugh, President 509-946-0504
Jim Kelly, Vice President 509-521-8368
Frank Cuta, Secretary 509-967-2658
Steve Ghan, Treasurer 509-308-9023

Tumbleweed Coordinator -

Katrina Knight 509-587-3060
Members at Large:

Alan Page 509-308-3574
Scott Woodside 509-205-1125
Katrina Knight 509-587-3060
Bob Lewis 509-374-7520

3RFS Info: www.3rfs.org  509-946-0504

We are also in need of volunteers to
help recruit and organize more
volunteers and to work on our PR
campaigns as well as someone to
take charge of setup and tear down
when the time for the festival arrives.
If you are interested, let me know at
(5879)587—3060 or at
tumbleweedchair@gmail.com.

As I write this, in late December, we
already  have 10  performer
applications including several acts
new to Tumbleweed. Being able to
Fresent a good mix of new and
amiliar acts is vital to keeping
Tumbleweed fresh and entertaining.
If you know acts who'd make good
additions to our line-up, please
encourage them to apply at http://
www.tumbleweedfest.com/
applications.htm

We're also soliciting entries for the
logo contest. This year's theme is
"Tumbleweed: 30 Years by the
River". If you'd like a chance to see
your artwork displayed on our
promotional materials and T-shirts,
you can find detailed information at
the same site. If you have friends
who are graphic artists, please pass
this on to them. The deadline for
logo contest entries is February 15.

And now for the big news. We've
selected our headliners for the 2026
Saturday night concert - two of the
acts are from the Northwest and will
be familiar to many of you - Reggie
Garrett & Christine Gunn and the
Whateverly Brothers. The third act,
Great Aunt, is new to Tumbleweed,
and will be coming to us all the way
from Melbourne, Australia. I saw
them perform at the Far-West
regional Folk Alliance International
conference this fall, and they are
absolutely wonderful. You can find
out more about them at
https://greatauntmusic.com.

Women Who Step Up Not Aside

Thur. Feb. 19, 2026, 7 pm
Mid-Columbia Library

In this event—part music
performance and part talk—acoustic
music trio Trillium-239 shares songs
and stories of trail-breaking women
like Marie Curie, Harriet Tubman,
Malala Yousafzai, Annie Oakley, and
others. What drove them to step out
of their expected roles to forge more
difficult paths, knowing they’d face
many challenges and barriers? What
can we learn from them?

With their voices, hands, pens, and
guns, they persisted—and we’ll
examine the lives and motivations of
these  fascinating ~women and
celebrate them in song.

Trillium-239 is an acoustic music
trio. Michelle Cameron, a nuclear
chemist who works at a power plant,
plays cello; Janet Humphrey, a cyber
engineer, plays guitar; and Mary
Hartman, a retired environmental
scientist, plays guitar and banjo. Mar
and Janet also write some of the trio”s
songs. They live in Richland and
Sequim.

Recipe for a New Year

A heaping cup of happiness,
2 of love and caring,

1 of understanding,

1 of joyful sharing,

A level cup of wisdom,

1 of artful living,

1 of thoughtful insight,

1 of selfless giving.

Mix ingredients together, toss in a
little flair, serve to everyone you
know topped with a tiny prayer. All
joy to you and yours in the coming
year.



mailto:newsletter@3rfs.net
www.3rfs.or
mailto:tumbleweedchair@gmail.com
http://www.tumbleweedfest.com/applications.htm
http://www.tumbleweedfest.com/applications.htm
https://greatauntmusic.com
https://trillium239.com/

Folk Events Calendar

Fri. Jan. 9, 2026, 7:30 pm
All Saints' Episcopal Church

Join the boys of JAK’D (John, Alan,
Ken, and Dave) for a night of acoustic
originals (maybe they’ll throw in a
cover or two).

3RFS Coffeehouses traditionally
begin each evening with an open mic
session, inviting community members
to share their musical gifts. Come
early if you would like to sign up for
an open mic performance slot.
Coffeehouse starts at 7 pm on Friday,
January 9th with the Open Mic, then
JAK’D will take the stage at 7:30 pm.
Coffeehouse is hosted at All Saints’
Episcopal Church.

goffeehouse admission is $8 for 3RFS
members/$10 for non-members, at the
door. The coffeehouse is hosted in the
basement of All Saints” Episcopal
Church, 1322 Kimball Avenue in
Richland.

Wanted: New 3RFS Info Flyer

Our tri-fold 3RFS info flyer is now
several years old and needs revision to
be more eye-catching and relevant.
Have you ever wanted to try your
hand at creating a brochure? = We
could use a visually-artistic person to
take our very wordy flyer and revise it
to something with eye-catching
pictures and briefer writing. Might
that person be you? Contact Gene
Carbaugh (president@3rfs.net) with
your interest.

January
1 Happy New Year!
2 First Friday Folkie Free For All

9 Coffee House - JAK'D

12 3RFS Board Meeting

February

6 First Friday Folkie Free For All
9 3RFS Board Meeting

1 3 Coffee House

Valentine's Day!

21 Trullium-239 Concert
Tumbleweed Fundraiser

Gene Carbaugh's - 803 Birch Ave., Richland

Lona Hammer's - 2200 W. 8th Pl., Kennewick
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Women Who Step Up Not Aside
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Mid Columbia Library, 1620 S Union St, Kennewick

7pm  Lona Hammer's, Kennewick
7pm  All Saints', Richland

Round Table Pizza, Richland
7pm  Gene Carbaugh's, Richland
7:30 pm All Saints', Richland

6:30 pm Online via Zoom

7pm  Gene Carbaugh's, Richland
7pm  Gene Carbaugh's, Richland
7pm  All Saints', Richland

Round Table Pizza, Richland
6:30 pm Online via Zoom

7pm  Mid-Columbia Library

7:30 pm All Saints', Richland

All Saints' Episcopal Church - 1322 Kimball Ave, Richland
Round Table Pizza - 1435 George Washington Way, Richland

Fri. Jan. 2, 2026, 7 pm
2200 W. 8th P1., Kennewick

Fri. Feb. 6, 2026, 7 pm
803 Birch Ave., Richland

Start off the New Year with our First
Friday Folkie Free For All singalong
on January 2, 2026! We'll be at Lona
Hammer’s home, 2200 W 8th Place, in
Kennewick, beginning at 7 PM. Sing in
the New Year or finish off the 12 days
of Christmas (ending on Epiphany,
Jan 6th) with one or more of your
favorite carols. Our wusual format
allows everyone at least two or even
three chances to pick a song for the
group to sing, or do a solo, or ask
someone to do a specific song. Also,
put the FFFFFA for February 6 on

our calendar at Gene Carbaugh’s

ome, 803 Birch in Richland.

Second Saturday
Sea Song Singalong

Sat. Jan. 10, 2026, 6:30 pm
Round Table Pizza, Richland

Sat. Feb. 14, 2026, 6:30 pm
Round Table Pizza, Richland

A high wind in Richland? Well, we
certainly had some in December,
didn’t we. Keep those sails unfurled
to join us for the Second Saturday Sea
Song Singalong on January 10, at
Round Table Pizza on George
Washington Way in Richland. Pizzas
and merriment begins at 6 PM with
songs beginning to toll about 6:45 (no,
I don’t know how many bells that is
in nautical time). We love sea
shanties, nautical songs, and most
anything else you’d like to join in
with. No experience or instruments
required. Just a desire to make music
together.

"There are better
things ahead than
any we leave
behind" -C.S. Lewis



https://www.facebook.com/JAKMakesMusic/
mailto:president@3rfs.net

I want to help 3RFS and
YES' the Tumbleweed Music
Festival roll on!

I would like to contribute at this level:

- $1000.00
- $250.00
_ $100.00
- $50.00

$_ Other

O Please keep my gift anonymous (Donor names will be
listed in next year's programe unless you indicate you wish to
| remain anonymous).

| Name
| Address
City State Zip
I Phone Number
Vol
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Membership Application

%& Your membership gives you voting rights in the
¢, ~“ZZg == Folklife elections, discounts on events, and is tax
Q,
v\

% deductible.
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__Individual ($20) or __ Family ($25) Renewal? Y / N

Name

Address

City State Zip

Phone Number

Email

Please send Folk Talk: US Mail [ ] and/or Email (]
I can help 3RFS with: O Setting up chairs
O Refreshments at concerts O Folding Newsletters
O Taking admission at events O Publicity

O Serve on Board of Directors O Membership

O Demonstrating folk arts O Fundraising
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https://tumbleweedfest.com/donate-to-tumbleweed/
https://3rfs.org/participate/



